
Purpose of Building Renovations for  

Student, Children and Family Ministries  
   

Our desire is to create a warm, inviting, fun, stimulating, exciting, safe and  

functional environment for our children, students and their parents. 
 

Student Ministries (Youth) 

For students grades 6-12, our Immanuel Student Ministries team strives to create safe environments where 

students learn to become disciples of Jesus Christ by understanding how their story fits the Gospel story. 

Through energetic worship, biblical teaching, exciting games, and small groups, we seek to lead students to 

experience Wonder for who God is, Discovery of a new life in Jesus, and Passion for reaching others.    
 

Current Issues 

At our current size, we are facing several issues related to the space and environment that is hampering 

further growth. 

 Wesley Hall is a wonderful space for games, but for worship and teaching, the space is too large. This 

creates a situation where, even if 75 students are present, the group seems small which dampens the 

excitement present in larger groups. 

 Wesley Hall is not primarily a youth space. Due to the size of the room and technological limitations, we 

are unable to transform the environment to fit a worship and teaching style suitable for students. 

 The size problems in Wesley Hall will be compounded if the group grows more and we split the middle 

and high school groups for their lesson. Both of those groups will feel very small in Wesley Hall. 

 Travel time between Wesley Hall and the youth rooms makes transitions difficult. 

 The youth rooms (middle and high school rooms) are oddly shaped and have mediocre acoustics which 

makes using those rooms for teaching on Sunday morning difficult. 
 

The Proposed Changes 

The renovation plan as it currently stands (moving some youth activities to 1st floor, redesigning room 10 to 

be a Next Generation Worship Center for both youth and children’s programming, as well as other smaller 

worship events and activities) will solve the issues stated above and position Immanuel’s Student Ministry 

and Children’s Ministry to grow in the future. 

 The intimacy of the worship center will allow for a more relational and worshipful space and 

multipurpose worship venue that can be used by several groups.  

 The worship center will be equipped with the latest audio and projection equipment which would allow 

us to transform that space to suit the unique needs of students of various age groups (from pre-K to 12). 

 Travel time would be shortened since the small group rooms would be close to the worship center. 

 The 1st floor rooms can be customized to a greater degree than the 3rd floor rooms to facilitate small 

groups on Sunday and Wednesday nights as well as Bible Studies on Sunday mornings (some of this 

transition will happen in phase 2). 
 

Children and Family Ministry 

For children from the cradle to 5th grade, the Children's Ministry Team creates safe and energetic 

environments and uses biblical lessons, music, games, and storytelling to help children become and 

then grow as disciples of Christ.  We aim to communicate three core truths: I need to make the wise 

choice; I can trust God no matter what; I should treat others the way I want to be treated.  

 



 

 

 

Children and Family - Current Issues 

The children’s wing houses rooms 1-10, is the oldest part of our facility, and is used heavily almost every day 

of the week. Kids Worship, Sunday School, Kids Club, Nursery Ministry, Childcare, Sonshine Preschool 

(weekday) and School of Music, all meet in these rooms. 

Over the years we have experienced growth in our Sonshine Preschool Art & STEM programs and Club 4/5 

Class. Renovating and repurposing rooms 14 and 16 to accommodate these programs would also be a much-

needed improvement. 

Due to the heavy room usage, the age of materials used in the last renovation process and the need for 

additional safety and security, the children’s wing is in desperate need of renovation, repair and 

replacement. The outdated appearance does not reflect a professional environment or best practices. 
 

The Proposed Changes 

 Enhancing children’s rooms with updated modern flooring, windows & fixtures will provide a safer, 
cleaner, more comfortable and appealing environment. 

 New cabinetry, countertops and sink areas will increase functionality and productivity in the 
classrooms and kitchenette. 

 Updating children’s area restrooms will provide a more safe and sanitary environment. 

 New lighting, paint and ceiling tiles will create a fresh, more professional atmosphere.  
 

Common Changes for Students and Children 

 This renovation will create a visually stimulating environment that engages children and students of 
varying ages. 

 The 1st floor would take on a youth and children and family focus where parents would clearly see that 

we value an integrated approach to family ministry. 
 

Considering the major renovations and updates to our children’s wing this summer, the Children and Family 
Ministry Team have carefully thought out our summer ministry plan.  VBS and Sunday morning ministry will 
be carried out in other parts of the building.   
 

To give our staff and volunteer leadership a little more time to prepare the first floor for renovations and the 
third floor for ministry, we are planning a Family Worship Sunday on May 28!  There will be Nursery for 
children preschool age and under – but other children should plan to worship with their families.   
 

Look for an email update outlining the specifics about the relocated ministry later this month.  Thank you for 
your patience as we renew, refresh and revitalize our children’s area!!! 
   

   

********************* 

 

Please Note - To see a list of specific changes and the construction schedule that will be starting in late May, 

please contact the church office, or John Minor (Building Committee leader), or ministry staff members Kelly 

Potter or Thomas Anderson. 

 

Thanks be to God and to the generous people of Immanuel for making all this possible! 


